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SUBJ: UNITA PUSHES SMALL MPLA FORCE INTO NAMIBIA 
AND CAPTURES CUANGAR 

REE: PRETORIA 3501 

1. JULY 21, S. A. EVENING PRESS REPORTED THAT UNITA HAD 
CAPTURED THE TOWN OF CUANGAR NEAR THE NAMIBIAN BORDER 
JULY 20 AETER AN INTENSIVE ROCKET AND MORTAR ATTACK. 

THE OFEENSIVE BY SOME 200 UNITA TROOPS REPORTEDLY DROVE 
SOME 400 MPLA SOLDIERS AND SUPPORTERS OVER THE ANGOLAN 
BORDER INTO NAMIBIA NEAR NKURENKURU THERE THEY WERE PUT 
UNDER GUARD BY THE S.A. ARMY. SOURCES IN THE AREA SAID 
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THE UNITA TROOPS WENT ON A RAMPAGE AFTER TAKING THE 
TOWN, ATTACKING NEARBY KRAALS AND INDISCRIMINATELY 
KILLING CIVILIANS. THE AREA WAS REPORTED CALM ON 
THE 2 1 ST. 

2. THE REPORT SAID THE 100 SOLDIERS AMONG THE REEUGEES 
WERE IN PITIFUL CONDITION, MANY DID NOT HAVE UNIFORMS OR 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


WEAPONS, AND SOME HAD NO AMMUNITION. AMONG THE 
REFUGEES WERE THE MPLA'S MILITARY AND POLITICAL LEADERS 
IN CUANGAR. 

3. THE REPORT SAID S.A. DEFENSE HEADQUARTERS IN 
PRETORIA CONFIRMED THAT S.A. SECURITY FORCES IN THE 
AREA HAD GIVEN REFUGE TO APPROXIMATELY 250 ANGOLAN 
REFUGEES, BUT THEY NEITHER IDENTIFIED THE REFUGEES NOT 
COMMENTED ON THE REASONS FOR THEIR FLIGHT. 

4. THIS ATTACK FOLLOWS A LENGTHY UNITA CAMPAIGN TO 

REGAIN CONTROL OF CUANGAR, WHICH THEY LOST SOME SIX WEEKS AGO. 
THE ATTACK ON THE SOVIET PLANE JULY 12, 

WHICH ANGOLAN AUTHORITIES ASCRIBED TO SOUTH AFRICA 
(REFTEL), BUT WHICH UNITA TOOK CREDIT FOR, WAS PROBABLY 
A PART OF THAT CAMPAIGN. BOWDLER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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